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DROUGHT OF 2000 - 2001 AND VEGETABLE 
CULTIVATION PROGRAMME TO COMBAT THE 
DROUGHT SITUATION IN WEST ORISSA. 


Failure of monsoon rain during July - August of 2000 was enough indication 
of a severe drought during the coming months and it became true. Probably 
the drought of 2000 - 2001 was the worst in last 100 years in Orissa. By the 
end of August it was clear that monsoon crop loss will be phenomenal and 
the consequences will be very serious particularly for the poorer section of 
the people in the villages. 


During August'2000 S.V.A. and it's member organizations working in 
Kalahandi, Bolangir , Nuapada and Baragarh districts had an emergency 
meeting followed by a series of meetings to chalk out strategy to combat 
this unprecedented drought situation. Later on the strategy was also 
discussed with Oxfam(!) Trust and several other funding organizations as 
well as with local Administration and a few local organizations. 


SVA and it's M.O.s formulated an emergency plan during August to support 
a few farmers with pumpsets to save the existing crops. We thought that to 
compensate some crop loss and to provide some cash income as well as 
nutrition vegetable cultivation could be promoted in a big way. We conducted 
a quick survey on the Ground Water situation and were ascertained that in 
most of the places the water table had not fallen below 4' than the normal 
year. 


During August'2000 Oxfam provided a grant of Rs 138000/- to Banabashi 
Sangha- Komna using which the Sangha provided onion seeds and other 
vegetable seeds to farmers at subsidised rate. In the previous years local 
traders used to sell onion seeds at a rate of Rs 120 to Rs 250 per Kg. 
where as because of procurement at whole sale price Banababshi Sangha 
could procure the onion seeds at Rs 80 to Rs 100 per Kg and hence sold it 
at Rs 50 to Rs 70 per Kg.. Banabashi Sangha also provided few other seeds 
like Spinach, Bitter gourd, Lady's finger, Cocumber, Chilli, Tamatto, Brinjal, 
Beans, Pumpkin etc. at subsidised rate. A total of 3347 farmers from the 
four districts could be directly benefited from the seed store of Samaleswari 
Seed Bank which is jointly set up by S.V.A., Banabashi Sangha and Paschim 
Orissa Krishijeevi Sangha. 
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The member organizations of SVA motivated the farmers to grow vegetables 
and because of the subsidised sale of seed and providing it at their door 
step there was tremendous interest among the farmers for cultivating 
vegetables. Many farmers grew winter vegetables for the first time in their 
life. 

Encouraging the Self Help Groups : When many men were migrating in 
search of work the women and children were left out in the villages. In such 
a situation as a strategy to assist the most vulnerables in the villages the 
SHGs were encouraged to take up vegetable cultivation in groups where 
they could also involve a few destitutes and elderly women. Under this 
programme the SHGs could successfully mobilize suitable lands from 
benevolent farmers without any payment ( to grow vegetable during winter 
and summer months). The CBOs provided financial support to the SHGs for 
part of the cost of fencing, digging of temporary wells, cost of seeds and 
manure. 


All together 58 SHGs undertook vegetable cultivation activities in the 4 
districts in which 809 women were involved. Total financial support provided 
by Banabashi Sangha and other CBOs through a grant from Oxfam (1) Trust 
was Rs 308330 ( as on 31.5.2001) In other words on an average fund 
provided to each group was Rs 5316 and per person support was on an 
average Rs 381. However with such a small support the women could grow 
plenty of vegetables which supplemented their nutrition and also it provided 
partial employment to all of them for about four months. Many groups could 
also supplement their family income in this programme. Apart from the 
material benefits, this programme strengthened the group feelings among 
the women members and it gave confidence to them to confront the acute 
scarcity situation. Through this programme the women could get more 


opportunities to share their concerns and problems among each other and 
also could support each other. 


ONION CULTIVATION : CASE STUDY OF FEW VILLAGES IN GUEMUD 
AND GANRE!I G.P.OF MURIBAHAL BLOCK IN BOLANGIR DISTRICT. 
Muribahal block is considered as the poorest block in Bolangir district where 
because of under development of agriculture and infrastructure the socio - 
economic condition of the people is in a deplorable condition. Aimost every 
year a large number of people from Muribahal migrate to Raipur, Nagpur 
and other places for work during the period of September - June. 


¬ 
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Though drought is a recurring phenomenon for the farmers of Muribahal 
block, the drought of 2000 -2001 was the worst they had ever witnessed. 
However for the villagers of Guemud and Ganrei the drought of 2000 -2001 
opened a new chapter of Agricultural and economic growth. 


As early as August when the drought situation and failure of monsoon crop 
could be foreseen, Thakurdas Mohananda, Secretary, Paschim Orissa 
Krishijeevi Sangha and a founder Member of S.V.A. started interacting with 
the villagers in Guemud and Gunrei G.P. to evolve strategy for confronting 
the drought situation. He found that in spite of failure of rain the water table 
in all the villages was very high. During summer months many people in this 
area grow vegetable but because of lack of marketing support they were 
not very enthusiastic to take it up in a big way. Thakurdas could be 
ascertained that there is tremendous potential for growing winter and 
summer vegetable in this area if some market information and support could 
be provided to the people. 


Accordingly the farmers were motivated to grow vegetables and particularly 
Onion in a big way. Thakurdas Mohananda visited the Vegetable Mandis of 
Raipur, Rayagada, Sambalpur and Bhubaneswar to link the whole sale 
traders with the local traders of these two G.P.s. When the farmers were 
assured of a market the area under onion cultivation in these two G.P.s 
phenomenally increased. S.V.A. provided onion seeds to the farmers as 
early as in September and at a subsidized price. 


In the 13 villages of Ganrei and Guemud G.P.s 406 farmers went for onion 
cultivation and about 225 acres of land was covered under onion crop. in 
the previous years in those two G.P.s only about 25-30 acres of land used 
to be covered under onion crop. 


In the village Ganrei 124 farmers grew 105 acres of onion and as per our 
survey the farmers in this village could get Rs 9,32960 from the sale of onion 
during April - June’2001. 


In the previous years the onion price during April - June used to remain 
around Rs 2-75/Kg where as during 2001 more traders from outside came 
to this area (from Bhubaneswar, Cuttack, Raygada, Tatanagar etc.) for which 
the price was better and it was around Rs.3.50 per Kg. It is hoped that in the 


~ 


= 


Digitized by srujanika@gmail.com 


coming years there will be even better price for the farmers as there is 
likelihood of more traders coming to this region. 


The average yield per acre stood at 2415 Kgs. And 2596Kgs in Ganrei and 
Guemud GP respectively. The farmers hardly used any chemical fertilizer 
but at the same time use of organic manure was also not adequate. S.V.A. 
has been imparting special training to farmers for next year and it is hoped 
that the yield can be easily doubled with better agricultural practices. 


Because of onion cultivation in these two G.P.s about 1200 persons could 
be employed for about four months. On an average one acre of onion crop 
provides employment to four persons if watering is done manually. In the 
village Ganrai migration of Agricultural Labourers to cities could be totally 
checked. Only a few persons went outside for work who get monthly salaried 
jobs or higher wage rate. 


LESSON LEARNT FROM THE VEGETABLE CULTIVATION 
PROGRAMME AND A FEW RECOMMENDATIONS : 


+ Most parts of Kalahandi, Bolangir, Bargarh and Nuapada districts have 
high water table and even in a severe drought year farmers can take up 
winter and summer vegetable cultivation. 


+ Through vegetable cultivation everyone in the villages can be provided 
employment throughout the dry months. 


+ Temporary wells have been found more economical and more suitable 
to irrigate smaller plots. Similarly Tendas (traditional water lifting device) 
is found to be more acceptable than treddle pump or smal! kerosine or 
diesel pumpsets. 


+ Market information and assistance in marketing works as a big incentive 
for the farmers to grow more vegetables. 


+ Because of lack of cold storage facility as well as due to poor 
infrastructure (road, transport) vegetable growers are not getting better 
price for their produces. To promote vegetable cultivation in a large 
area it is necessary that either Government or non- government 
agencies set up a few cold storages and provide efficient and 
appropriate transport facility to link Western Orissa with nearby cities 
and towns of Orissa, Chhatishgarh, Andhra and Jharkhand. 
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+ Promotion of vegetable cultivation should be done as a long term 
development strategy rather than a one season activity for drought relief. 


+ Inthe free kitchens or under the mid day meal scheme run by Government 
provisions should be made to provide green vegetables as well. 


+ Government should take steps to promote a few food processing units 
in the region to make use of the locally grown vegetables. 


+ Along with seasonal vegetable crops few fast growing horticultural crops 
like Banana, Papaya, Drum stick etc. should be promoted which can 
provide food as well as some cash during the lean season ( August - 
September). 


+ Village level informal cooperatives for marketing of vegetables may be 
promoted by voluntary organizations. 


SVA believes that the local communities have the ability to take care of 
themselves and manage any crisis situation without much external support. 
In case of any disaster when charitable organizations and government 
agencies come forward with relief approach and act over generously, 
instead of strengthening the capacity of the community and the people, 


most often they create the dependency syndrome and cripple the local 
communities. On the other hand judicious external support, even if it is a 
very small amount or a very small encouragement can help for rebuilding 
the communities with self respect and dignity and lay the foundation for 
self supporting and a sustainable development process. 


This report has been prepared with the inputs from the following 
persons : 


1) Shri Suklambar Nial, Banabashi Sangha, Komna. 

2) Smt. Madhabee Pradhan, Bhagyashree Shramik Sangha - Sohela. 
3) Shri Thakur Das Mahanand, P.O.K.S./SVA, Bolangir. 

4) Shri Hemant Kumar Barik, SVA, Bargarh. 

5) Shri Bansidhar Behera, SVA, Patnagarh. 

6) Smt. Saudamini Sahoo, JSS, Jharbandh. 
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About Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan: 


Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan (S. V .A) is a collective of several Community 
Based Organisations and individuals dedicated to fighting poverty and 
injustice and to work for a more human world through the process of 
sustainable development efforts. Sahabhagi Vikash Abhiyan works in 
collaboration with local Community Groups, like minded Voluntary 
Organisations working at regional and international level, Concerned 
Individuals as well as Government and Non Government Organisations to 
achieve greater impact towards attaining it's objectives. Sahabhagi 
Vikash Abhiyan promotes the development activities through action 
research, educational activities and provide support services to social! 
workers and voluntary organisations in Orissa. 


CONTACT ADDRESS : 


STATE LEVEL CO-ORDINATION OFFICE : 


5-Duplex, Sailashree Vihar Bhubaneswar-751021, Orissa, India 
Phone: +91-674-444008, Fax-Phone: +91-674-440474 
E.mail: jagadishpradhan@ hotmail.com / svabbsr@ hotmail.com 


REGIONAL OFFICES : 


(I) Forthe District Nuapada : (Il) Forthe District Bargarh : 
At-Bilenjore AUPo-Padampur 
Po-Konabira- 766106 Dist-Bargarh. Orissa 
Dist-Nuapada. Orissa Phone/Fax-06683-23153 
Phone/Fax-06679-44671 E.mail: svapadampur@hotmail.com 
E.mail svabilenjore@hotmail.com 


For the District Kalahand;i : (IV) For the District Bolangir : 
At./Po -Paramanandapur Sahabhagi Niwas 

Via. -Bhawanipatna -766001 Jail Line Para. P .0. Patnagarh, 
Dist. Kalahandi Dist. Bolangir -767025 

Phone /Fax. 06670 -32039 Phone -06658 -22940 

E. mail: svakld@hotmail.com E.mail: svablr@hotmail.com 
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Water Melon Crop raised by the SHG 
in the Village Gudighat of Muribahal block, 
Janamukti Anusthan and Paschim Orissa Krishijeevi Sangha 


Vegetable Cultivation by SHG at Village Gandpalli, Paikmal Block 
Chetana Shramik Sangha 
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Meeting of SVA Volunteers with farmers of Muribahal Block 
in their field 


A bumper crop of Lady's Finger in the Field of Ms. Subhakanti 
Patel and her group in village Bhaludungri 
Supported by : Jagrut Shramik Sangathan - Khariar 
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